Appcoved For Release 2003/03/0^ 


4g9DAi9a04000206Qi-4 


NSC BRIEFING 


5 October 1954 


PROBABLE SOVIET REACTION TO LONDON CONFERENCE 
I . Initial Soviet reaction to London agree- 
ments sets short-term propaganda line, 
but fails indicate diplomatic countermoves, 

A. Comment calls "attempt bring back EDC 
under another name." 

B. Criticizes British, French leaders 
for ignoring wishes of people, de- 
precates "sensational concessions by 
Britain . " 

C. Stresses incompatibility of London 
agreements with German reunification, 
primarily for benefit of German 

ii--; toners. 

fl. Probable main Soviet counter-moves will 
uiake France principal diplomatic, prop- 




have French deiav final 
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ending further Four Power 
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Soviet, acceptance of free elections 
principle could revive talks on 


Germany . 


III. These and possibly other issues (such as 

European security) «ay mark new St>viet * i 
call for Four Power neiroti ations . 

1. Call could be reply to /'?estern note 
of H September, timed to influence 
French Assembly debate on London 
airieeuient (expected in eariv November), 
li . Meanwhile, Communist t>ropaRanda will 
nourish French doubts over British 
and American commitments at London 


and .idenauer's "self -ir-rposed' 


s tr i c tions 


C. Moscow also hopes French opnosition 
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D. Soviet propaganda notes that "fact 
that French Pailiament two yeai-s 
ago decided West Germany must not be 
admitted to the Atlantic bloc will 
provide a great stumbling bloc... . 

E. French Communist press hopefully 
predicts that "popular action' will 
render London agreement a "dead-letter, 
as EDC IS a dead-letter." 
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